
3rd Sunday of Easter (C) 

 
When you research this section of John’s gospel, all commentators agree that Jesus is reminding 

Peter of Peter’s denying him three times, when Jesus repeats his question, “Simon, son of John, 

do you love me?” three times.  Peter’s obvious discomfort also shows that he finds these 

reminders disconcerting, to say the least.  However, Jesus was not trying to “get under Peter’s 

skin” by these repetitions.  He was not taunting Peter, but rather calling him to move beyond the 

past and take on a new role, a new responsibility—a new life. 

 

Jesus proves to Peter that he is totally forgiven by showing Peter how much Jesus now trusts 

him.  Jesus’ response, “Feed my lambs and feed my sheep,” is far more than a verbal assurance 

that all is now OK, forgiven, and forgotten.  Jesus tells Peter that he is now responsible for the 

ministry that Jesus has begun.  By this action, Jesus removes any possible doubt from Peter’s 

mind that he is genuinely forgiven.  The remainder of Peter’s life is more than ample evidence of 

his transformation by this great love of Jesus. 

 

In my forty years of pastoral experience, one of the major places people experience this kind of 

betrayal of trust is in marriage.  Marriages fall apart for many different reasons, but one of the 

most common and challenging for couples to overcome is the discovery that one partner has 

cheated on the other. It can be a fatal blow to any marriage — but it does not have to be.  

Marriage counselors and therapists are finding that more and more couples are choosing to 

remain together, that couples who choose to work through issues of trust often end up with a 

stronger, more loving and mutually understanding relationship than they had previously.  

  

Many spouses care deeply for the well-being of their partners even while lying to them, and just 

as many of those betrayed continue to love the ones who lied to them. In these cases, they find a 

way to stay together-- betrayal cuts to the bone, but the wound can be healed.  Writing in The 

New York Times (back in January 2018), health columnist Jane E. Brody recounts the 

experience of a friend who found herself in that position when she discovered her husband’s 

affair. “At first I wanted to kick him out, but I realized that I didn’t want to get divorced. My 

mother did that and she ended up raising three children alone. I didn’t want a repeat of my 

childhood. I wanted my son, who was then two years old, to have a father in his life. But I also 

knew that if we were going to stay together, we had to go to couples counseling.” 
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 About a dozen sessions later, the woman came away from the experience with life-changing 

insights: “I know I’m not perfect. I was very focused on taking care of my son, and my husband 

wasn’t getting from me whatever he needed. Everybody should be allowed to make mistakes and 

learn from them. We learned how to talk to each other and really listen. I love him and respect 

him, I’m so happy we didn’t split apart. He’s a wonderful father, a stimulating partner, and 

while our marriage isn’t perfect — whose is? — we are supportive and nurturing of each other.    

Working through the affair made us stronger.” 

  

It’s hard work: to forgive and to seek forgiveness, to restore trust and rebuild a shattered 

relationship, to recognize the brokenness that led to estrangement and to commit together to 

mending the cracks. But Jesus gives us a model of such reconciliation in today’s Gospel. Jesus’ 

lifting up of Peter’s love and commitment transforms Peter’s utter failure into understanding and 

wisdom… that then enables Peter to take on his new role in the emerging Christian community.  

It is the same movement-- from brokenness to healing, from betrayal to trust-- that couples in 

crisis undertake to stay together.  The resurrected Christ calls Peter and his brothers-- and now 

all of us-- to take on his work of reconciliation.  We are called to possess— despite our doubts 

and disappointments— the heart of the Risen Jesus to forgive and seek forgiveness, and to be the 

means of enabling God’s mercy to be realized in our own families, our neighborhoods, our 

schools, and our workplaces. 

 

Here's another scenario.  Nancy arrives home wanting to process her day with her husband and 

again complains about her boss and their customers. Her husband just grunts because nothing 

ever changes. Since he’s given up trying to fix the situation, he’s given up listening. His 

inattention then leads Nancy to grumble that he doesn’t care about her. To hubby, this sounds 

like nagging because he just changed the oil in her car and the filter on their furnace. He thinks 

he’s practicing acts of service for her that she takes for granted. She, on the other hand, thinks 

she’s empathetic with him, but whenever she needs to vent, he becomes a clam that swallowed 

superglue. They’re both right and they’re both loving. However, according to Pastor Gary 

Chapman, both have difficulty interpreting the primary “love language” of the other.  

 

His book, The Five Languages of Love, describes how each of us has a primary or preferred love 

language. Just as we all have a mother tongue, which may differ from people in other countries, 

so too we have a preferred love language, which may differ from friends and family. Some (1) 
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express love by giving gifts, others (2) through physical touch, and still others (3) via words of 

affirmation. Nancy speaks love (4) through quality listening and presumes that this should be the 

love language of her husband. He, however, speaks love (5) through practical service and can’t 

understand why she doesn’t appreciate his heartfelt expressions. Those are the five languages of 

love: gifts, touch, affirmation, listening, service. 

 

Although we acknowledge different languages among diverse countries, often we do not 

appreciate different love languages coming from other individuals. We assume that our first love 

language should be the mother tongue of everyone. And like a person who thinks that shouting 

more loudly in their own language will help a foreigner understand, so too we often become 

increasingly frustrated and confused when we repeat how we want another to love us, and they 

keep responding by loving us in their own language. As you may be familiar with (from Star 

Trek), this is when we need a “universal translator”. 

 

Jesus is the universal translator of love. In the space of ten verses in today’s gospel reading, he 

speaks all five languages of love. He gives the gift of a great catch of fish (1); he cooks and 

serves breakfast (5); he spends quality time talking and listening to Peter (4); and he provides 

him with words of affirmation as Chief Shepherd of the sheep (3). But what about the missing 

love language: physical touch (2)? Christ is the greatest love word of all time— theologically, we 

call him the Word made flesh. That love language of God’s physical presence in the world still 

touches us through the church, the Body of Christ-- and through the Eucharist, Christ’s Body and 

Blood. The love of the incarnation is universal because it spans centuries and cultures-- and that 

is why we can call Jesus, God made flesh, the universal translator of love.  

 

Just as Jesus becomes one of us in order to speak to us in a love language we understand, so too 

followers of Christ struggle to learn how to communicate Christ’s love to other people through 

the love language they best understand. The process of conversion is learning to love as 

“Christians”, that is, universally using the love language best suited to the person in front of us.  

That is the call and the promise we celebrate in the Eucharist every time we assemble around this 

altar.  All of this is possible because Jesus has been raised from the dead and lives among us.   

 

Alleluia! 

 


